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Herring

The herring, better known as silver 
darlings in Great Yarmouth, have 
been smoked for a long time to get this 
very red colour seen in the picture to the
right. 
The Time and Tide Museum is housed in what was ‘The Tower curing Works’ and herring was its livelihood along with that of many others in the town. 
The herring season runs through the autumn and winter months. At the beginnings of the industry, Fishermen would land their catch early in the morning on the beach and later, on the specially constructed fish wharf. 
The herring were then auctioned on the quayside. Some were gutted by the fishergirls whilst some were taken to be smoked. 
The Herring fishing industry began in the 10th century rapidly after the Norman Conquest in 1066. It brought lots of business and wealth to the town until the 20th Century.  An average catch at the beginning of the 20th century was about 530 million fish. Special boats called Drifters were used to catch the herring which swim and feed close to the surface so, to catch them, nets were hung vertically in the water, like a string of huge tennis nets.

